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How to Use a Bead 
Chain Connector Tool

By Laurie Medford
Charlotte, N.C.

We use metal bead chain mostly for clutch-driv-
en Roman shades. Generally the standard 
lengths work fine, but for times when you 

need a non-standard length of continuous bead chain, 
the bead chain connector tool is your answer (Photo 1 
at right). This tool is available for the two most-often 
used metal bead chains: sizes 8 and 10. With a little 
bit of planning and some hand strength, you can get 
any length of continuous metal bead chain.

Step 1 Use a standard cutter to cut the metal bead 
chain off the roll.

Step 2 Place one end of the chain in the front of the 
tool, aligning the small opening of the ball with the 
metal spike. 

Step 3 Press the handle together to un-crimp the ball. 
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Step 4 Partially open one end of the chain (left), but 
completely open and remove the ball on the other end 
of the chain (right). 

Step 7 Carefully guide the “pin” end of the chain into 
the “ball” opening and crimp shut. 

Step 5 When you’re ready to join the two ends, place 
the partially opened ball in the tool’s back “cup” so that 
the opening of the ball is facing the front of the tool. 

Step 8 If necessary, rotate the partially closed ball and 
re-crimp to get a fully crimped ball. "

Step 6 You’ll need to have access to the opening for 
the next step. Using gravity as a third hand, rotate the 
tool so that that the chain is hanging down.

Drapery & Design Professional    Volume 2013, Issue 2 49


